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MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers

Now in its sixth edition, the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers is the
definitive guide to MLA style.

Pros: Authoritative, includes instruction on how to cite most resources, explains
how to use quotes and in-text citations, includes suggestions for note-taking,
explains how to properly format research papers.

Cons: Can be hard to find exactly what you're looking for, does not address
some rare citation situations.

The OWL at Purdue

Purdue University’s online MLA formatting and style guide, found at:
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/

Pros: Free, authoritative, includes most information contained in MLA Hand-
book for Writers of Research Papers.

Cons: Can be hard to navigate, and easy to accidentally land on APA style pages
without realizing it. Some rare citation situations are not included in this re-
source.

Ohio State University MLA Citation Guide
Found at: http://library.osu.edu/sites/guides/mlagd.php

Pros: Free, authoritative, easy to navigate, includes examples of parenthetical
references under each citation.

Cons: Does not include much of the information about formatting or quoting
that other resources do.

Flip the page for online citation tools
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Online Citation Tools

NoodleBib <www.noodlebib.com>

This online tool builds your MLA works cited list or bibliography by asking you a
series of questions and providing a blank for you to fill in. Then, your list will be
automatically generated and available in MS Word Format.

Pros: Authoritative, very easy to use, generates accurate citations that require
very little editing, ad-free.

Cons: Requires a paid subscription ($4.00 for six months, $8.00 for a year)

EasyBib <www.easybib.com>

This online tool builds your MLA works cited list or bibliography by asking you a
few questions and providing a blank for you to fill in. Then, your list will be auto-
matically generated and available in MS Word Format.

Pros: Free, easy to access, easy to use.

Cons: Requires user to pay careful attention to the online form and questions,
some citations require editing, lots of ads on site.

Carmun’s Killer Bib Tool <www.carmun.com>
This is an online form-based tool where you just fill in the blanks.

Pros: Free, authoritative, easy to navigate, includes examples of parenthetical
references under each citation.

Cons: Requires user to pay careful attention to the online form and questions,
some citations require minor editing. The Killer Bib Tool is part of Carmen’s larger
social networking site for students.

These are just a few of the MLA guides and tools that are
available. Your teacher may have one to suggest, or you may
have one that you already use. If you have any questions, come
to the library and ask!




